
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
July 15, 2010 

  
  
  

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy Board 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94618 
 
Re: August 5 Board Meeting, Support letter for San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines Project 

  
Dear Mr. Bosco: 

  
I am writing to urge you to support the multi-habitat, multi-objective San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines 
Project which includes Corte Madera Ecological Reserve that is located in my State Assembly District with a 
grant for $300.000. 

  
The San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines project is a pioneering habitat restoration project that will integrate 
subtidal restoration activities with adjacent tidal wetland and creek restoration projects at three locations in San 
Francisco Bay.  The project will restore critical eelgrass and oyster habitat, and pilot innovative designs to 
create connectivity between submerged areas and adjacent tidal wetlands and creeks, as well as test alternatives 
to hard/structural stabilization in a cost-effective and multi-objective project.  Living Shorelines utilize a suite 
of bank stabilization and habitat restoration techniques to reinforce the shoreline, minimize coastal erosion, and 
maintain coastal processes while protecting, restoring, enhancing, and creating natural habitat for fish and 
aquatic plants and wildlife.   

  
Living Shoreline projects have been successfully tried and tested by the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) and other collaborating organizations for more than two decades on the East Coast and 
in areas of the Gulf Coast.  

  
I support this type of innovative bay restoration in our area of the bay and shoreline, and in particular, these 
pilot projects to test the effectiveness of this joint technique to restore subtidal habitat, soften shorelines, and 
develop climate change adaptation techniques specific to San Francisco Bay.   

  
Thank you for your serious consideration of this important project.   

  
Sincerely, 

 

  
 JARED HUFFMAN 
Assemblymember, 6th District 
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July 19, 2010 
 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy Board 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94618 
 
Re: August 5 Board Meeting, Support letter for San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines Project 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
I write in support of the multi-habitat, multi-objective San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines 
Project. One of the three sites, The Corte Madera Ecological Reserve is located in my state 
senate district and offers an innovative approach to the restoration of the bay and its shoreline.  
 
The San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines project is a pioneering habitat restoration project that 
will integrate sub-tidal restoration activities with adjacent tidal wetland and creek restoration 
projects at three locations in the San Francisco Bay.  The project will restore critical eelgrass 
and oyster habitat, pilot innovative designs to create connectivity between submerged areas 
and adjacent tidal wetlands and creeks and test alternatives to hard or structural stabilization 
through this cost-effective and multi-objective project.  Living Shorelines utilize a suite of bank 
stabilization and habitat restoration techniques to reinforce the shoreline, minimize coastal 
erosion and maintain coastal processes while protecting, restoring, enhancing the shoreline and 
creating a natural habitat for fish, aquatic plants and wildlife.   
 
Living Shoreline projects have been successfully tried and tested by the U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and other collaborating organizations for more than 
two decades on the East Coast and in areas of the Gulf Coast.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important project. If you have questions regarding this 
request, please contact my office at 415-479-6612. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
MARK LENO 
Senator, 3rd District 
 
CC: Marilyn Latta, Project Manager 
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July 15, 201 0 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairperson 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94618 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

Subject: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines Project, 
San Francisco County 

The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) is writing in support of the multi-habitat, multi- 
objective San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines Project (Living Shorelines Project), San 
Francisco County. DFG has been implementing restoration actions at Eden Landing 
Ecological Reserve and manages Corte Madera Ecological Reserve, often in 
partnership with other agencies and organizations. Collaborative efforts in this regard 
have been particularly successful, most notably, for the lnvasive Spartina Project and 
the South Bay Salt Ponds Restoration Project. DFG supports the Living Shorelines 
Project's plan to restore native oyster and eelgrass habitats near both ecological 
reserves. We are pleased to collaborate in this effort as our projects complement each 
other, providing functional links between tidal wetlands and submerged (sub-tidal) 
habitats. 

The Living Shorelines Project is a pioneering habitat restoration project that will 
integrate sub-tidal restoration activities with adjacent tidal wetland and creek restoration 
projects at three locations in San Francisco Bay. The Living Shorelines Project will 
restore critical eelgrass and oyster habitat, and pilot innovative designs to create 
connectivity between submerged areas and adjacent tidal wetlands and creeks; and test 
alternatives to hardlstructural stabilization in a cost-effective and multi-objective project. 
The Living Shorelines Project will utilize a suite of bank stabilization and habitat 
restoration techniques to reinforce the shoreline, minimize coastal erosion, and maintain 
coastal processes while protecting, restoring, enhancing, and creating natural habitat for 
fish and aquatic plants and wildlife. 

This natural bank stabilization approach can be utilized in low- to medium-energy 
coastal and estuarine environments, as well as in tidally influenced creeks, streams, 
and rivers. Living Shoreline projects have been successfully tried and tested by the 
U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and other collaborating 
organizations for more than two decades on the East Coast and in areas of the Gulf 
Coast. 
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Mr. Douglas Bosco 
July 15, 2010 
Page 2 

We support these pilot projects to test the effectiveness of this joint technique to restore 
sub-tidal habitat, soften shorelines, and develop climate change adaptation techniques 
specific to San Francisco Bay. 

Thank you for your consideration of this important project. If you have any questions, 
please contact Mr. John Krause, Associate Wildlife Biologist, at (41 5) 454-8050; or 
Ms. Laurie Briden, Senior Wildlife Biologist, at (209) 948-7347. 

Charles Armor 
Regional Manager 
Bay Delta Region 

cc: Ms. Marilyn Latta 
State Coastal Conservancy 
mlatta~scc.ca.~ov 
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July 16, 2010 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy Board 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94618 
 
Re: August 5 Board Meeting, Support letter for San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines 
Project 

Dear Mr. Bosco, 

This letter is in support of the multi-habitat, multi-objective San Francisco Bay Living 
Shorelines Project. San Francisco State University’s Romberg Tiburon Center is very 
supportive and involved in projects that enhance important ecological functions of 
subtidal habitat in the Bay while considering climate adaptation strategies.   

The San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines project is a pioneering habitat restoration 
project that will integrate subtidal restoration activities with adjacent tidal wetland and 
creek restoration projects at three locations in San Francisco Bay. The project will restore 
critical eelgrass and oyster habitat, and pilot innovative designs to create connectivity 
between submerged areas and adjacent tidal wetlands and creeks; and test alternatives to 
hard/structural stabilization in a cost-effective and multi-objective project. Living 
Shorelines utilize a suite of bank stabilization and habitat restoration techniques to 
reinforce the shoreline, minimize coastal erosion, and maintain coastal processes while 
protecting, restoring, enhancing, and creating natural habitat for fish and aquatic plants 
and wildlife.   

This natural bank stabilization approach can be utilized in low- to medium-energy coastal 
and estuarine environments, as well as in tidally influenced creeks, streams, and rivers. 
Living Shoreline projects have been successfully tried and tested by the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and other collaborating organizations 
for more than two decades on the East Coast and in areas of the Gulf Coast.  

We support these pilot projects to test the effectiveness of this joint technique to restore 
subtidal habitat, soften shorelines, and develop climate change adaptation techniques 
specific to San Francisco Bay. Our faculty and students are actively involved in subtidal 
habitat restoration and ecology and enthusiastically support bringing together efforts to 
increase habitat values while addressing sea level rise and related climate changes. 

Exhibit 5: Project Letters



Thank you for your consideration of this important project.  If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me at garfield@sfsu.edu or 415-338-3713. 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Newell Garfield 
Director, Romberg Tiburon Center and Professor of Geosciences 
San Francisco State University 
 
CC: Marilyn Latta, Project Manager 
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July 19, 2010 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy Board 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94618 
 
Re: CCKA Supports the San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines Project 

Dear Mr. Bosco, 

The California Coastkeeper Alliance represents 12 Waterkeeper groups spanning the coast from 
the Oregon border to San Diego.  The Alliance and its member Waterkeepers work daily to 
protect and enhance healthy coastal and marine habitats throughout the state, for the benefit of 
Californians and California ecosystems.  On behalf of the Alliance, I am writing in strong 
support of the San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines Project, which would help the State test 
climate change adaptation strategies that protect natural ecosystem functions in our wetlands, 
beaches, floodplains, and watersheds. 

Decisions about how to deal with rising sea level, erosion, and associated impacts will have a 
profound impact on the future of the California Coast.  If structural methodologies, such as sea 
walls and levees, become the default approach to deal with sea level rise, it would significantly 
alter the functioning of coastal habitats, which could in turn decrease the overall adaptive 
capacity of coastal ecosystems.  Ten percent of California’s coast has already been armored, or 
hardened, including 33% of coastal areas in the four most southerly counties.  The San 
Francisco Bay Living Shorelines project will test alternatives to hard/structural stabilization.  
Living Shorelines utilize a suite of techniques to reinforce the shoreline, minimize erosion, and 
maintain coastal processes while protecting, restoring, and creating natural habitat for fish and 
aquatic plants and wildlife.   

Living Shoreline projects have been successfully tried and tested by the U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and other organizations for more than two decades 
on the East Coast and in areas of the Gulf Coast.  The Alliance supports the San Francisco Bay 
Living Shorelines Project to test the effectiveness of climate change adaptation strategies that 
both reduce our vulnerability to climate impacts and enhance the resiliency of our ecosystems.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sara Aminzadeh, Programs Manager 
sara@cacoastkeeper.org 
 
cc: Marilyn Latta, Project Manager (mlatta@scc.ca.gov) 
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July 16, 2010 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

State Coastal Conservancy Board 

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

Oakland, CA  94618 

 

Re: August 5 Board Meeting, Support letter for San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines Project 

Dear Mr. Bosco, 

On behalf of San Francisco Baykeeper and its 1,500 members I am writing is support of the 

multi-habitat, multi-objective San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines Project. This project will 

demonstrate the cost-effective and sustainable nature of using biological engineering approaches 

to shoreline protection and is a necessary step towards long-term advances in habitat restoration, 

climate change adaptation and water quality improvements to San Francisco Bay.  

The San Francisco Bay Living Shorelines project is a pioneering habitat restoration project that 

will integrate subtidal restoration activities with adjacent tidal wetland and creek restoration 

projects at three locations in San Francisco Bay. The project will restore critical eelgrass and 

oyster habitat, encourage habitat connectivity and test alternatives to hard/structural stabilization 

in a cost-effective and multi-objective project.  Living Shorelines utilize a suite of bank 

stabilization and habitat restoration techniques to reinforce the shoreline, minimize coastal 

erosion, and maintain coastal processes while protecting, restoring, enhancing, and creating 

natural habitat for fish and aquatic plants and wildlife.   

Biological engineering approaches to shoreline stabilization are suitable in low- to medium-

energy coastal and estuarine environments, such as San Francisco Bay and adjacent habitats. 

Living Shoreline projects have been successfully tried and tested by the U.S. National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and other collaborating organizations for more than 

two decades on the East Coast and in areas of the Gulf Coast.  

We support these pilot projects to test the effectiveness of this joint technique to restore subtidal 

habitat, soften shorelines, and develop climate change adaptation techniques.   

Thank you for your consideration of this important project.  If you have any questions, please 

don’t hesitate to contact me at ian@baykeeper.org or (415) 856-0444 x.108. 

Sincerely, 

 
Ian Wren, Staff Scientist 

San Francisco Baykeeper 
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